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think is very helpful, calling on the Serbs to
honor their commitments to the Russians to
withdraw from Gorazde, to allow U.N. per-
sonnel back in Gorazde, and to resume the
negotiations toward a peaceful settlement.

We are working closely on this. And I be-
lieve that we have a chance to build on what
has been done in the last several weeks in
and around Sarajevo and with the agreement
between the Croatians and the Bosnian Mus-
lims. And we will just keep working on it.

As I said, I meet again at 3:30 p.m., and
I’m hopeful that we’ll be able to make some
constructive moves over the next couple of
days.

President Yeltsin’s Proposal
Q. Mr. President, Mr. Yeltsin is also asking

for a summit of all of the major powers to
try to find some sort of solution. How do
you feel about that?

The President. Well, he and I have dis-
cussed that on the telephone at least once,
maybe twice, and I think it has some merit.
We both agreed the last time we talked, be-
fore this development in Gorazde, that we
were making progress doing what each of us
was doing and that it might be a little pre-
mature, and that that sort of thing, in effect,
can only be done once, and it might be better
to save it for a time when, hopefully, the ne-
gotiations between the Serbs on the one
hand and the Croatians and the Muslims on
the other were coming down to an end point.

I presume from his statement today that
he’s sufficiently concerned about what’s hap-
pened in the last couple of days, that he
thinks maybe we ought to go ahead and do
it now. I think it deserves serious consider-
ation, and I want to discuss it with him and
with the other nations that would be in-
volved. But I think in the context of the state-
ment President Yeltsin made today, it has to
be considered seriously because it was a very
important, positive statement that he made.

Air Strikes
Q. What about Boutros-Ghali’s proposal to

expand air strikes to the other five safe areas
in Bosnia? Would the U.S. and NATO be
willing to go along with that?

The President. That’s what we’re discuss-
ing today. And we’re discussing exactly how

that would be done and, of course, whether
the other NATO allies would be willing to
do it and what the ups and downs of it would
be and what else we could do to get this
thing going. But again, I want to have my
meeting at 3:30 p.m. You should know we’re
discussing all these options, but I reserve the
right to announce a clear policy on where
we go on the specifics until after the next
meeting, because I did have some questions
after our meeting this morning that the secu-
rity team will answer for me later today.

Q. How concerned are you about empty
threats——

The President. I think that there must not
be any. When we had the NATO meeting
in January, the one thing I implored our allies
to do was not to reaffirm our position unless
we were willing to see it through. I still feel
that way. The possibility of misunderstanding
in this area is so great anyway, because of
the shared responsibility and the contingent
responsibility of NATO—contingent on what
the U.N. does—and the difficulty in getting
all the parties together, that we simply must
not be on record in favor of any policy we
are not prepared to follow through on.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on the Agreement on
Elections in South Africa
April 19, 1994

I warmly welcome today’s agreement
among the South African Government, the
African National Congress and the Inkatha
Freedom Party to renounce violence and to
bring Inkatha into the nation’s first non-racial
elections next week. Throughout the historic
process of change in South Africa, the leaders
of that country have shown great courage and
a capacity for compromise. Today’s bold ac-
tion by Chief Buthelezi, Nelson Mandela,
and F.W. de Klerk is one more act of collec-
tive statesmanship that bodes well for the
prospect of free and fair elections in South
Africa and for the success of the future Gov-
ernment of National Unity.

What happens in South Africa is of vital
importance to us all. South Africa has the
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potential to alter the world trend toward
greater ethnic division and establish a power-
ful model for democratic reform and national
reconciliation. We will remain steadfast in
our support for South Africa as it makes this
difficult and historic transition to nonracial
democracy.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Peacekeeping
Operations in the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia
April 19, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On January 8, 1994, I provided my second

report to you on the deployment of a U.S.
Army peacekeeping contingent as part of the
United Nations Protection Force
(UNPROFOR) in the former Yugoslav Re-
public of Macedonia. I am now providing this
further report, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution, to inform you about my deci-
sion to augment our contingent in support
of multilateral peacekeeping efforts in the re-
gion.

Since its arrival in July 1993, our combat-
equipped U.S. Army contingent of approxi-
mately 315 Americans has been an important
part of UNPROFOR Macedonia. Along with
a Nordic battalion consisting of troops from
Norway, Sweden, Finland, and Denmark, the
U.S. Armed Forces have assisted in the U.N.
Security Council-authorized mission of mon-
itoring and reporting developments along the
northern border that could signify a threat
to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia. The U.S. contribution has played an im-
portant role in the UNPROFOR Macedonia
effort to prevent the conflict in the former
Yugoslavia from spreading while contributing
to stability in the region.

In order to support the United Nations as
it sought additional forces to serve with
UNPROFOR Bosnia-Herzegovina, the
United States offered to increase the U.S.
contribution to UNPROFOR Macedonia by
approximately 200 personnel. The United
Nations expressed its appreciation for contin-
ued U.S. cooperation and support and re-
quested that the additional U.S. personnel

be deployed to UNPROFOR Macedonia.
We believe that the decision to deploy addi-
tional U.S. personnel to replace elements of
the UNPROFOR Macedonia Nordic battal-
ion has contributed to the decisions by mem-
ber governments to deploy additional mili-
tary personnel to Bosnia-Herzegovina.

As a result of these decisions, the U.S. Eu-
ropean Command is deploying a reinforced
company of approximately 200 personnel to
augment the U.S. Army contingent in
UNPROFOR Macedonia. The additional
U.S. Armed Forces are from Company D,
1st Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment, 3rd In-
fantry Division, V Corps, Vilseck, Germany.
This unit is joining the U.S. reinforced com-
pany that was deployed earlier. The unit is
equipped to assume sector responsibilities
for departing Nordic troops as part of the
ongoing U.N. monitoring and observer mis-
sion.

United States forces assigned to
UNPROFOR Macedonia have encountered
no hostilities, and there have been no U.S.
casualties since the operation began. The
mission has the support of the government
and the local population. Our forces will re-
main fully prepared not only to fulfill their
peacekeeping mission, but to defend them-
selves if necessary.

This additional U.S. contribution to
UNPROFOR Macedonia is consistent with
our commitment to multilateral efforts to ad-
dress threats to international peace and secu-
rity in the former Yugoslavia. I have ordered
the deployment of U.S. Armed Forces for
these purposes pursuant to my constitutional
authority to conduct foreign relations and as
Commander in Chief.

I appreciate the support of the Congress
for our efforts in the former Yugoslavia, and
I look forward to continued cooperation with
you in these matters.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate.
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